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Indian Yoghurt - chicken, beef, lamb & firm white fish 

 

120ml     Plain, full fat yoghurt 

1    Onion, finely chopped 

3cloves  Garlic, crushed 

2.5cm  Ginger, finely grated 

2tsp.  Tumeric, ground 

1 tsp.  Cardamon, lightly crushed 

1 tsp.  Cumin, ground 

1 tsp.  Coriander, ground 

1 tsp.  Garam Masala 

1 tsp.  Cinnamon, ground 

1 tsp.  Cayenne pepper 

1 tsp.  Salt 

1 tsp.  Sugar 

Juice of ½ a lemon. 

 

Lime & Coriander Chicken Marinade (12 chicken breasts) 

 

Mix together the following: 

2 tbsp. Olive oil 

2 tbsp. Coriander, ground 

2 tbsp. Lemongrass, minced 

2 tbsp. Fresh lime juice 

1 tbsp. Fish sauce  

2 tsp. Ginger, minced 

1 tsp. Cumin, ground 

1 tsp. Pepper 

1 tsp. Salt 

½ tsp Sugar 

Option: Add a large handful of chopped fresh 

 coriander. 

 

Add the chicken, and refrigerate for two hours. Place at room temperature for 

about 30 minutes before the braai. 
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The New Excom consists of the following members 

 

 

Name Portfolio E-mail address 

Linda Stoffberg Chair and PR  linda@pinoak.co.za 

Jan van Dijk Building Matters gerlof@icon.com 

Kevin Munnik Finance kevin@lemarina.co.za 

Ted Waters Jetties tedawaters@gmail.com  

Stan Chisholm Maintenance stanleyjchisholm@gmail.com  

David de Bruyn Security david.de.bruyn@outlook.com  

Maxleigh Derman Home Businesses maxleigh@iafrica.com 

   

Lisa van Zyl Estate Manager—

022 783 2195 

lisa@admiralisland.co.za 

The Islander 

Niki Anderson                            Editor—022 783 0465 / 084 207 8305 

nanderson@mweb.co.za 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

 

Well, 2019 has just whizzed past! We have had a couple of 

phenomena happening in our area in the past couple of 

months, both sea related. You can find out about the jellyfish 

bloom as well as whale super-groups in this issue. There is 

also feedback from the AGM for those of you who weren’t 

able to attend this year as well as some pics from the AGM 

braai. We’ve got some new neighbours to introduce you to as 

well as some delicious braai sauces/marinades invented by 

Maxleigh Derman. I hope that you enjoy this last issue of the Islander for the 

year and wish you all a safe festive season and enjoy your holiday period. 

Niki Anderson 
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BEST SAUCES FOR YOUR SUMMER BRAAI 

 

Maxleigh Derman has very kindly agreed to share a few of his secret recipes 

with us! When I asked him if he had any photos of the sauces he could share, he 

was nonplussed, and his response was “I just throw them together and use them, 

I don’t take photos!”  

 

Classic Braai Sauce 

 

30ml Oil 

1 large Onion, finely chopped 

4 cloves Garlic, crushed 

410g tin Tomato, chopped 

30ml Tomato paste 

30ml Light brown sugar 

30ml Worcestershire sauce 

 Tobasco sauce, a little 

60ml White wine vinegar 

30ml English mustard 

  Salt and pepper to taste 

Fry onions and garlic until the onions are soft and lightly browned. 

Add the remainder, and simmer for about 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

Serve hot or cold.   

 

Mustard & Herb - chicken, beef or lamb (for 12 chops) 

 

½ cup Olive oil 

½ cup Balsamic vinegar 

1½ tbsp Soft brown sugar 

3 tbsp  Dijon, German or Wholegrain mustard 

4 tsp Mixed dried herbs 

2 tbsp Freshly chopped parsley 

  Salt & Pepper to taste 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 24... 
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An old couple is on a walk, when a pigeon flies by and deposits a poopy little 

present on the woman's head. 

"Yuck!" yells the woman. "Get some toilet paper." 

"What for?" replies the man. "He must be half-a-mile away by now." 

 

“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit 

down and listen.”  - Winston Churchill 

 

A young man after seeing Churchill leave the bathroom without washing his 

hands: “At Eton they taught us to wash our hands after using the toilet.”  

Churchill: “At Harrow they taught us not to piss on our hands.”  

Just a moment in time… oops! © Niki Anderson 
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 ADMIRAL ISLAND & PELICAN BAY HOME OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION 

 

NEWSLETTER   DECEMBER 2019 

 

Dear property owners, 

 

Welcome to the 17th issue of our Islander magazine.  

 

As per the communication from Jan van Dijk at the recent AGM, Jan has stepped 

down as chairperson after seven hugely successful years as the Estate’s chairper-

son. A huge thank you from a very grateful Excom for all the effort in shaping the 

Island and Pelican Bay into a well administered estate. 

 

This is therefore my first letter as your newly elected chairperson, so let me intro-

duce myself. I’m Linda Stoffberg and we built our house on the Island just over 

five years ago. I’m married and have two teenage daughters – both in High School 

in Cape Town. We would love to live on the Island on a permanent basis, but we 

are probably about two years from achieving that dream. I am the COO of the 4C 

Group, an IT company in Cape Town. 

 

Now on to Estate Matters - 

 

AGM FEEDBACK 

 

The AGM was held on the 23rd November 2019 at the Riviera Hotel in Velddrif. 

The Estate’s finances are in good shape, even after the office building’s comple-

tion. There were a number of items where the Excom requested feedback from 

property owners – after discussions on what the items were, votes were cast and 

the following outcomes were achieved: 

 Excom would like to change the jetty situation for Pelican Bay and the 

meeting decided that these discussions will be taken up by Excom with the 

Pelican Bay property owners to determine the way forward; 

 The meeting voted whether property owners would like to implement the 

home business rules, circulated as part of the AGM invitation and this was 

accepted with a huge majority; 

 The property owners further voted on whether the estate should allow liq-

uor licences on the estate and a huge majority voted that no liquor licence 

should be allowed; 

 Continued on page 4... 
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...continued from page 3 

 

Further to the specific items voted on, it was agreed that a sub-committee would 

investigate the current constitution with the aim of defining the decision-making 

ability of the Excom.  

 

The 2020 Excom was elected and the meeting was closed.  

 

NEW EXCOM 

 

The following people were elected at the AGM and portfolios were assigned at 

the first Excom Meeting: 

 Linda Stoffberg  - Chairperson 

 Kevin Munnik - Finance 

 David de Bruyn - Security 

 Jan van Dijk  - Building 

 Ted Waters  - Jetties/POMA 

 Stanley Chisholm - General Maintenance 

 Maxleigh Derman - Home Businesses 

 

NEW OFFICE BUILDING 

 

The new office building should be completed prior to the builder’s holidays in 

December. The plan is that our Estate Manager, Lisa van Zyl, will move to the 

new office and the container will be emptied and removed as soon as possible.  

 

DESIGN GUIDELINES AND BUILDING 

 

The Building Portfolio remains a busy one with all the plan submissions and on-

going construction.  

 

We are doing small amendments to the Architectural Guidelines as they become 

necessary, predominantly clarifying specific items as queries are raised. If you 

download the latest guidelines from the website you will find a schedule of revi-

sions on the last page which will guide you to the changes. The changes are also 

marked on the relevant pages.  

 

Continued on page 5... 

                  Page 21 

 MEET THE NEIGHBOURS 

 

In 1982 Patsy and Johan van Nieuwholtz sailed in the Three Spears Yacht Race which 

was from Cape Town to Lamberts Bay. Meandering back to Cape Town down the 

West Coast after the race, they stopped in at the Port Owen Marina. At that time there 

was no Timeshare, no houses, nothing apart from the yacht club and a few plots on 

auction. They never thought they’d end up here. 

 

Johan is a born and bred West 

Coaster hailing from Lamberts 

Bay while Patsy comes originally 

from Fort Beaufort in the Eastern 

Cape. They’ve lived in many 

countries as a result of Johan’s 

career in construction; Botswana 

(10 years), Swaziland, Namibia, 

Angola, but he retired in 2013 in 

Cape Town. Oh, wait not really 

retired! He carried on working 

until 2018!  

 

They have three adult children 

(six grandchildren in total), a 

daughter in Dubai and two sons in 

the northern suburbs of Cape 

Town. 

 

Eleven years ago they bought a 

holiday house in Velddrif and knew that they wanted to retire here. They moved to 

Velddrif permanently in 2014 and spent time renovating their house. Fast forward to 

2019, their priorities changed slightly and they wanted more security and a single 

story retirement home. This was to be the last move…ever! 

 

They were introduced to Admiral Island, decided on a plot, made changes to the plan 

that was put to them by the developer, sold their house in Velddrif, and moved in, all 

in three months! Patsy and Johan moved into their lovely home at the end of July 

2019. 

 

Niki Anderson 
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...continued from page 19 

 

changes in prey availability due to shifting conditions in the world's oceans, or 

it could simply be the result of increasing humpback numbers - as weird as that 

sounds. 

 

It could also be that this behaviour isn't actually new - as Mallory Locklear re-

ports for New Scientist, humpback whales were found feeding off the south-

west Cape coast of South Africa once in 1914, before whaling reduced their 

numbers by around 90 percent. 

 

Now that their numbers are increasing, the whales could be returning to a be-

haviour established long ago, or perhaps a few have been doing it this whole 

time, but until they formed super-groups, no one had noticed. 

  

That means if the South African coast is to be the new humpback hangout, we 

need to make sure the area is safe for the annual krill slaughter. 

 

Information from Sciencealert.com 

No zoom required! Humpback blowing right next to the boat. © Niki Anderson 
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LEVY ADJUSTMENTS 

 

The Estate’s Excom have agreed that levies for empty plots will be levied until the 

building is completed and the final scrutiny completed, rather than changing the 

levy at the time of starting the building as the lower levy is for houses, rather than 

houses under construction. 

 

CONDUCTING A BUSINESS FROM HOME 

 

As the proposed rules for home business were accepted at the AGM, Maxleigh 

Derman is in the process of defining parameters for these businesses as well as 

formalising agreements with already approved businesses before shifting focus to 

new or unapproved businesses.  

 

We would like to wish all the property owners a special Festive Season – we are 

looking forward to an interesting and busy 2020 with all the planned activities on 

the Estate.  

 

Regards 

Linda Stoffberg 

Chair 

 

 

Left to right: Mia, Eddie, Linda and Kayla Stoffberg after 

finishing the Velddrif 3km swim 
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MESSAGE FROM MAXLEIGH 

 

 

Hello fellow Islanders 

 

My sincerest thanks for voting me onto the Excom, I am looking forward to the 

challenge of the Home Business portfolio that I have been allocated. 

 

As a fellow homeowner said, “We don’t wish to turn our Island into a Paternoster, 

with every second home being a B&B, Guest House, casual rentals or a Boutique 

Hotel.” With it would bring an influx of people that may disrespect the area from 

the speed limits to noise limits and a few in between, hence our rules have allowed 

for it with the following clause: 

 

4.8 CONDITIONS WITH REGARD TO HOME OFFICES 

 

4.8.1  No business or any part thereof shall be conducted from a property 

 without the prior written consent of the Association and provided  

 further that all conditions of the relevant town planning scheme  

 and/or title deed have been complied with. 

 

4.8.2  The application process for home businesses is described in the 

 document The Rules for Home Businesses Admiral Island and  

  Pelican Bay. 

 

4.8.3 In the event of failure to comply with the above provisions and, in  

 particular any criteria and condition specified by the Association, 

 the Association will instruct the Member and/or tenant concerned 

 to cease the business operations from home. 

 

The current three businesses have been formalised and conform and were accepta-

ble to previous committees. 

 

If you would like me to mail you the Rules or an application, please mail me at 

maxleigh@iafrica.com 
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It's not just the size of these groups that's weird - the location doesn't make a lot  

of sense either.  

 

By gathering near South Africa in summer, the humpbacks are choosing to bolster 

their numbers thousands of kilometres away from their usual feeding grounds in 

the southern polar region of Antarctica, and scientists are at a loss to explain the 

sudden change in behaviour. 

During the summer months, Southern Hemisphere humpbacks tend to congre-

gate in Antarctic waters to feed on massive amounts of krill and fish each day in 

an effort to build up fat stores for the winter. Once they've had their fill, they'll 

migrate north to calving and nursery grounds in subtropical and tropical coastal 

waters for the winter. 

 

So why are their routines all messed up? 

 

The researchers aren't ready to explain the behaviour just yet, as they still have a 

lot of evidence to collect, but say the new feeding strategy could be due to  

Photo © Dave Hurwitz 2015 

Continued on page 20... 
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HUMPBACK WHALES SUPER-GROUPS 

 

We are truly blessed to live in this amazing part of the world! Earlier in Decem-

ber we were on our little lifeboat, Thumper, trundelling around the Island when I 

received a very excited call from our friends, Georg & Evie to say that there 

were tons of whales in St Helena Bay and they were coming back to fetch us to 

witness this phenomenon with them. There was obviously no guarantee that 

they’d still be there by the time we got out. But there they were! We switched 

off the engines and waited, camera at the ready… 

 

Next thing I hear, “Oh, mein Gott!”coming from the rear of the boat. One very 

interested Humpback was directly behind the boat, not even a metre away. He 

stayed with us for a good 15 minutes, swimming under and all around the boat. 

We could hear the whales calling each other. Goosebump stuff! The photograph 

on the contents page of this Islander was taken from that trip. 

Humpback whales are known for being the loners of the sea - while they tend to 

migrate, feed, and mate in groups, they spend much of their existence in soli-

tude, or in small, short-lived groups of up to seven individuals. 

 

But something could be brewing in our oceans, because scientists are reporting 

22 separate instances of humpback 'super-groups' that defy explanation - never-

before-seen groups of 20 to 200 whales all appearing off the southwest coast of 

South Africa in recent years. 

Photo © Ken Findlay 2017 

Continued on page 19... 
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AGM BRAAI NOVEMBER 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Shelley & Pat Hill 

 

Below: Laura & Stan 

Chisholm 

 

Below left: Maxleigh  

Derman 

Left: Heinrich & Lejuhn 

Van Zuydam 

Continued on page 8... 
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...continued from page 7 

Left: Albert Bartels & Treasure 

Keet 

 

Below left: Yolande Barnard 

 

Below: Niki Anderson & Kevin 

Munnik 

Left: David de Bruyn 

& Jan van Dijk 

 

Continued on page 9... 
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WHEN IS A RAT NOT A PEST? 

 

Lisa has had a few people complaining about rats on the Island, so she man-

aged to capture the little creature on camera and did some research. What we 

have on the Island is the Southern African vlei rat.  There are three main spe-

cies of rodents regarded as pests in South Africa – the black rat, the Norway rat 

and the house mouse.  Pictured right is the black rat: 

 The black rat is between 16–24cm in length, with a 

tail longer than the head and body. 

 It grows to between 150–200g in weight. 

 They have a pointed nose, large ears and a slender 

body. 

 

So, what we have on the Island is not a pest. The vlei rat is a blunt nosed rat 

with long, shaggy hair and rather a short tail. They are named because of their 

association with damp vleis and wet grassland on the fringes of streams and 

swamps, although they seldom actually take to the water unless retreating from 

a predator. Owls, eagles, snakes, Cape 

clawless otters and small carnivores prey 

on this species. Occasionally they take 

over the burrow of another species, but 

more usually they build a saucer-shaped 

nest above the high water level on the 

banks of streams or rivers, or on the edg-

es of swamplands. They are strict herbi-

vores and feed on grass by biting 

through the stem near the base, taking 

the stem in their mouths, and then holding each end of the stem with a paw 

while eating short pieces. Vlei rats are most active 

during the day, and are most often seen either singly 

or in pairs.  

 

As you can see from the image above and to the right, 

taken by Lisa on the Island, they are far from being a 

pest, they are an important part of our ecosystem on 

the Island. 

Niki Anderson 

Southern Vlei Rat © Colin Ralston 
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 EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Police  022 783 8020 

Ambulance (Vredenburg)  022 713 4590 

Hospital Life Private (Vredenburg)   022 719 1030 

Hospital Provincial  022 709 7200 

Dr N Vermeulen  022 783 0027 - 083 658 4056 

Dr S Annandale 022 783 0040 - 083 233 1098 

Dr Raubenheimer (dentist)  022 783 0289 

NSRI Port Control  022 714 1726 

NSRI Direct Emergency 082 990 5966 

Municipality Velddrif 022 783 1112 

Municipality Piketberg 022 913 6000 

Municipality Electricity 083 272 4117 

Municipality Water 083 272 4136 

Municipality Sewage 083 272 4135 

Common Sandpiper © Niki Anderson 
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Left: Elrone & Tobie Le 

Grange 

 

Below left: Marius Kotze 

 

Below: Grant Perry & 

Martin Hutchins 

Left: Peter Odell & 

Dawn Allen 
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JELLYFISH BLOOM 

 

On the 18th November there were truckloads of jellyfish washed up on the beach-

es at Laaiplek, all the way up the river and swarms in the canal. I had no clue 

what type they were or why they had appeared, so I started doing some research. I 

hope that you find the information as interesting as I do. 

 

Jellyfish are among the oldest species, and are more closely related to anemones 

and coral than fish. There are more than 200 species of jellyfish, ranging from 

tiny innocuous blobs to the box jellyfish—the planet's most venomous species. 

Found in every ocean in the world, jellyfish come in various colors and sizes. 

They can have tentacles as long as 60 metres. The largest have been reported to 

weigh 230 kilograms. 

 

This particular bloom was as a result of gale force winds and huge swells in St 

Helena Bay. These beautifully patterned marooned maroon (yes pun intended) 

jellyfish are called compass jellies, a family of three closely-related South Afri-

can species -  the Benguela compass jelly, the purple compass jelly and the Cape 

compass jelly. 

 

Cape compass jellies are the most wide-

spread species of compass jellies around 

South Africa, ranging from Durban to 

Namibia. They have a characteristic com-

pass pattern, consisting of purple-maroon 

elongated V-shapes that point towards the 

centre of the bell. These V-shapes have 

thick outlines, with transparent maroon 

centres. The jellies also appear to be cov-

ered in freckles. The rest of the bell is 

transparent, sometimes with a purple-pink 

tint which varies regionally. 

 

Every time a jelly pulses, it eats. It wisps food around its bell and through its cur-

tain of tentacles. With the next pulse, the food that gets stung is flicked onto its 

oral arms or lips. The lips then carry the food into the central mouth. Jellies like 

upside downs and blue blubbers have thousands of tiny mouths on their oral arms 

that lead to a central gut.  
Continued on page 11... 

© Niki Anderson 
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MR POPPER THE PENGUIN 

 

Sitting on the patio sipping a glass of cold Sauvignon Blanc as one does, Kevin 

spotted what looked like a piece of seaweed bobbing in the water. But no, the 

seaweed is not only bobbing, but swimming as well. Out come the binoculars and 

lo and behold, it’s an African penguin! He was obviously in distress, and what on 

earth was he doing in the canal so far 

from his normal habitat? 

 

Now, as I’ve mentioned before, Lisa is 

well versed in animals-in-distress hav-

ing a great deal of personal experience, 

so of course, my first phone call is to 

her. She rushed over and we decided to 

go out on our boat to see whether we could collect him in our pool net. Now, the 

wind was howling, not ideal for trying to catch a critter who doesn’t know that 

we’re trying to help. Kevin manly skippered, I was the spotter and Lisa was in 

the front of the boat with the pool net. Each time we got within scooping dis-

tance, he dived! 

 

Eventually, as he was heading out towards the river 

and the skipper had decided enough was enough, Mr 

Popper (as he had now been named) went onto the 

small beach on the Port Owen side of the West en-

trance to the loop where the POMA barge was work-

ing with the dredger. We passed the net across to 

them as they were able to land on the beach. They 

scooped him up and the transfer took place from 

barge to boat with Mr Popper in the pool net! We’d 

had the foresight to take a cardboard box with us. 

 

We popped Mr Popper into our guest loo with copi-

ous numbers of towels for his comfort and the phone calls started. With the help 

of SANCOB, Sue Tonin who is a first responder for SANCOB in Langebaan and 

Etienne Swanepoel (who is our local snake catcher), we managed to get him safe 

and sound to SANCOB the following day. He was operated on (the vet reckons a 

propeller had sliced him) and the prognosis is good. Hurray! 

Niki Anderson 
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POLICING UPDATE 

 

November has not been a good month for crime in the greater Velddrif area, and 

Port Owen has not escaped the scourge.  

 

Comparing the crime in Velddrif with the same period last year, and year to date, 

one can see that all forms of crime have increased.  

 

During September and October the crime in Port Owen was very low. November 

has been different. There were no housebreakings in Port Owen, nor break-ins 

into businesses. However, there was one theft from a motor vehicle parked in a 

public parking area overnight. The waterways have been targeted: three outboard 

motors have been stolen in the main yacht basin, and one boat in the loop had 

four fuel tanks full of fuel stolen. There have also been reports, not reported to 

the police, of petty theft from boats in the main yacht basin. POMA has mobi-

lised measures to curb this. 

 

The E-Watch members, now in radio contact with each other, sometimes drive to 

observe suspicious-looking persons reported to them, only for those persons to 

leave the area. The E-Watch’s services in Port Owen help to protect Admiral 

Island as well: people scouting for opportunities to commit crime in this general 

area get discouraged from exploring the place and move on to commit crime 

elsewhere. 

 

Please be crime-conscious and protect your possessions! SAPS wishes you a safe 

and happy festive season. 

 

From the desk of: 

Captain P. L. Ackeer 

Station  Commander 

SAPS LAAIPLEK 
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Are the jellies dangerous to humans? 

Not really, most species of compass jellies are only able to give a sting as severe 

as a bee sting. Other than being very painful, there is little danger to humans, 

unless you are allergic or get stung over a large portion of your body. 

 

Recent studies have shown that urinating on a jelly sting is actually not the best 

medicine. Get the sting off, pour vinegar over the affected area, and then sub-

merge the affected area in hot water. 

 

Jellies that wash up and are exposed to dry air lose their ability to sting once they 

are dried out, but can still give you a nasty sting as long as they remain moist. 

Luckily, the tentacles of compass jellies are fragile and most of the washed-up 

specimens seen seem to have lost their tentacles, so 

those that are found on the beaches are unlikely to 

pose much risk to children, bathers and pets that may 

accidentally touch one. 

 

Jelly venom is unique in the natural world. It is very 

different from most of the venoms that we are famil-

iar with. It actually works exactly like the lethal injec-

tion. The venom floods the prey’s cells with potassi-

um, causing the cells to short circuit. It's one of the 

only known naturally occurring venoms that stop the 

heart of its prey in a contracted state. So saying that 

“a jelly shocks you” when you are stung is technically 

correct.  

 

Why are they washing up? Is something wrong with 

the environment? 

Jellyfish are planktonic, which means that they drift with the ocean. In this case, 

the combination of wind and current means that we are seeing a large number of 

these jellies, with their vivid mature colouration, washing up. This poses no prob-

lem to their species as a whole - they are very abundant offshore. 

Continued on page 12... 
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Large blooms occurring indicates that our local 

waters are very nutrient-rich, and thus rich in 

phytoplankton - the microscopic plants which 

form the base of the food chain, and feed the 

tiny animals that jellyfish, in turn, rely on. 

Sometimes this can be an indication of pollu-

tion adding nutrients to the water, but it can 

also be due to natural variation, e.g. wind 

borne sediments.  

 

Jellies and machinery don't mix 

There seem to be two things that hate jellies: Swimmers and nuclear reactors. 

Intake pumps for cooling systems at nuclear power stations are very good at 

keeping small numbers of jellies out, but seem unable to cope with the hundreds 

or thousands of tons of jellies that get sucked in during large jellyfish blooms. 

This problem has caused the periodic shutdown of nuclear power stations across 

the globe in recent years - California, Japan, Sweden, Israel, Scotland and even 

South Africa's Koeberg have been affected. This problem affects other ocean-

going equipment too, from ships to fishing nets, and the trend is increasing! 

 

Jellyfish are ancient!  

They appear about 600 million years ago in 

the fossil record - right next to comb jellies 

and sponges, the first complex animals on 

the planet. 

 

Jelly stings are the quickest things on Earth 

The stinging cells on jellyfish called nemato-

cysts, fire tiny venom-filled barbs called 

cnidae - the firing of these stinging cells is 

the quickest biological event in nature. 

These cnidae accelerate at 5.4 million times the force of gravity when fired! To 

put that in perspective, that's 4.4 million times quicker than the new Tesla Road-

ster and 500 000 times quicker than the blink of an eye. The pressure that a box  

 

Fossil jellyfish from the late Jurassic 

period 

Continued on page 13... 

© Niki Anderson 
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jelly sting can exert on impact with its prey is 7.7 gigapascals - that's about 350 

times the pressure of an armour-piercing rifle bullet striking a hard target. Of 

course, these cnidae are very small, so there is not enough force for us to feel that 

pressure, but it is enough to pierce the skin of most animals. 

 

Jelly mucus could save the ocean from microplastic 

An international collaboration called 

GoJelly has discovered that the mucus 

excreted by the common moon jelly 

and nomad jellies are able to absorb 

tiny particles of microplastic. When the 

mucus sinks, it carries the plastic with 

it. GoJelly is working on a system of 

filters that can harness this phenome-

non to, hopefully, begin reversing some of the plastic pollution problem affecting 

our ocean. 

 

Information from an article done by Krish Lewis & Devon Bowen ©Two 

Oceans Aquarium  

 

Limerick Time 

 

The fact that jellyfish survived 

600 million years and thrived 

without any brains. 

Means hope remains 

for many people now alive.  

 

 

A sea wasp won't buzz, lacking wings; 

It's a jelly that's squarish and stings. 

If its tentacles stick, 

Apply vinegar, quick— 

It disables the venomous things.  

 

She went to the beach on a whim 

She jumped in the water to swim  

Her belly, it wiggled!  

Her bottom, it jiggled!  

The jellyfish thought she was kin !!  


