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Pied Kingfisher – These beautiful, noisy, 
gregarious birds wake us up each morning. 
There are between three and eight who have 
decided that ours is the best possie on the 
Island. (Afr. Bontvisvanger) 
 

 

Malachite Kingfisher – You have to be 
quick to spot these gorgeous little birds, 
they don‟t hang around for long, but oh, 
they have such beautiful plumage! Only 
about 14cms. (Afr. Kuifkopvisvanger) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Giant Kingfisher – These do make a rare appe- 
arance, and you can‟t miss them when you do 
see them. They have a massive black bill and 
are between 40 – 45cm in size. (Afr. Reuse-
visvanger) 
 

Great White Pelican – Although they 
are more common around Bokkomlaan, 
we have had a few in the Loop and on 
the riverside. You certainly can see 
them flying overhead – a beautiful sight. 
(Afr. Witpelikaan) 
Please note: I am a total amateur and am 

just sharing a new found interest in the 

birds of the area. There will obviously 

be birds missing and if there are more 

knowledgeable peeps who can correct 

me, please feel free and write an article! 

. 

Niki Anderson 
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“There is a law in psychology that if you form a picture in your mind of what you 
would like to be and you keep and hold that picture there long enough, you will 

soon become exactly as you have been thinking” - William James 
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The Excom consists of the 

following members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and E-Mail Portfolio Telephone Mobile 

Telephone 

Jan van Dijk 

gerlof@icon.co.za 

Chairman and PR 022-783-2392 082-892-1865 

Kevin Munnik 

kevin@lemarina.co.za 

Finance 022-783-0465 082-898-3448 

Arthur Boon 

arthurjboon@gmail.com 

Building Matters  082-491-3129 

Jan and Kevin at present 

 

Security   

John de Villiers 

jdevilliers@gmail.com 

Jetties  082-576-1555 

Marisha Gouws 

lgouws48@yahoo.com 

Gardens  073-574-1657 

John Lowe 

john@admiralisland.co.za 

Estate Manager 022-783-0939 082-359-7610 

    

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

I must again offer  a great “THANK YOU” for those of you who regularly con-
tribute to the content of this magazine. We try to include as much variety as 
possible in The Islander to show how many activities there are available to us 
fortunate enough to live here as well as to visitors who come to our beautiful 
area. I also must thank the people who have nothing to do with the Island but 
give their time to write interesting articles which are even new to our local resi-
dents. A special thanks must go to Sargent Melvin du Bruyn of the Laaiplek 
SAPS who has produced articles for every issue since we started and is now 
moving to a new position in Vredenberg. His new job is head of fitness training 
and to those of us who know him, he will hopefully put into practice the advice 
he will be giving to others and use some spare moments on his own physic. 

Good luck in you new venture Sargent! DL 

THE ISLANDER 

David Lane   Editor             022 783 2425    083 461 0505  
davidlane@telkomsa.net  
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Little Grebe (Dabchick) – The smallest of the wa-
ter birds common around the Island, many people 
think that they‟re chicks of some other type of 
bird. (Afr. Kleindobbertjie) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Grey Heron – These elegant birds have taken a shine 
to the Island and you‟ll see them fishing along the 
water‟s edge on most evenings. Of course, some of 
them don‟t need to fish as a particular resident feeds 
„Fred‟ a fish on a daily basis. (No names mentioned, 
but he is the Editor of The Islander!)(Afr. Bloureier) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Little Egret – Commonly seen, especially at low 
tide, scratching with their toes to disturb some 
food.  
 

 

Greater Flamingo & Lesser Flamingo – Mainly 
seen at the Eastern entrance to the Loop on the 

wetlands, but also on seen on the Port Owen wetlands and on Vlaminkvlei on the 
other side of the river from the Island. The Greater Flamingo‟s bill has a darker tip 
while the Lesser Flamingo is smaller in size, but pinker. (Afr. Grootflamink & Klein-
flamink) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                                                                           Continued on Page 24 ... 
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ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 

On another page of this edition of The Islander, Sunette, our smiling guard, has 
been introduced. I‟d like to introduce you to some of our regular visitors to and 
around the Island. 

We are incredibly blessed to have an inordinate number of different bird species, 
but some of you may not know which is which so below are a few of our most 
prolific birds on the Island. There are also some shyer creatures… In this first 
part, I‟ll just mention the most common water birds. 

Cape Cormorant – These are the magnificent birds 
that you see in their hundreds of thousands flying 
each morning to sea and evening to roost on the salt 
pans. They are truly a magnificent sight and there 
are only two places in the world that this happens – 
here and in Namibia. (Afr. Trekduiker) 

 
African Darter – Visi-
tors frequently mistake 
these elegant birds for 
snakes as when they 
swim, their head and 
neck mimics the move-
ment of a snake swimming. They are generally very 
quiet and only „croak‟ when breeding. (Afr. 
Slanghalsvoël) 
 

 
 
 
White-breasted Cormorant – The largest of the 
African cormorants with a white throat and 
breast. Doesn‟t land in the water in a particularly 
elegant fashion! (Afr. Witborsduiker) 

 

 

Reed Cormorant – 
Not as prolific as the 
others and a bit dif-
ficult to distinguish 

between them and the Cape Cormorant, but always 
check the tail, it is much longer. (Afr. Rietduiker  

 

 

 

Continued on Page 23 ... 
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 ADMIRAL ISLAND & PELICAN BAY HOME OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION 
 

NEWSLETTER   AUGUST 2017 

 

Dear property owners, 

It is hardly conceivable that we are already more than half way through another 
year, time has flown! Winter has been kind to us this year as far as grey, overcast 
days are concerned but at the same time we are still waiting for the much needed 
rain. Let‟s hope that we are in for a surprise during our last few winter months. 

Rodney Keet has, unfortunately, resigned from the Excom but David de Bruyn 
has offered to take his place. David is currently building his house on Admiral 
Island and will start living here on a permanent basis. He has a background in IT 
which will be a valuable addition to the available experience in the Excom.  

 

BUILDING ACTIVITIES 

 

Building activities on the Estate continue and we are still receiving building 
plans for approval.  

 

During the adjudication processes we pick up flaws in our Architectural Guide-
lines and make amendments as we proceed. We will inform you about the chang-
es in our newsletters but also advise you to download the latest copy of the 
guidelines from our website when you start your design process. 

 

During the past months we found out that last year the Bergriver Municipality 
standardised the building line regulations for all townships in their territory. This 
resulted in conflicts between the building lines as mentioned in our guidelines 
and the new municipal regulations. During a meeting with the Municipal Town 
Planner it was agreed to delete the building line descriptions from our guidelines 
as the municipal regulations will overrule our guidelines anyway. This means 
that your architect will have to contact the municipality to obtain the building 
line regulations so that there will be no mixed messages.  

 

We have also, on a number of occasions, found building projects that were devi-
ating from the approved plans or architectural guidelines during the construction 
phase. We need to advise that in case of deviations from the approved plans the 
changes have to be approved upfront and the plans will have to be amended. This 
is to prevent nasty and potentially costly surprises when it comes to final inspec-
tion of the house by the controlling architect as well as the municipal building 
inspector. 

                                                                                          Continued on Page 4 ... 
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...Continued from Page 3. 

SECURITY 

 

The new security measures in Pelican Bay are all in place now and we have had 
no more incidents. 

 

Although our estate has had very little problems as far as security is concerned we 
are aware of the crime that is taking place in the greater Port Owen area. We 
would therefore like to advise you to be aware and not become too complacent 
just because we are in an access controlled estate.   

 

GARDENS AND GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

 

Garden work has been limited to general maintenance the last few months. We 
are concerned about the low rainfall this winter which might mean that water re-
strictions will not be lifted. Without irrigation our gardens will face a very tough 
time when summer arrives. For that reason we have limited the number of plants 
that we normally purchase in winter. 

 

A number of years ago we sunk a borehole to test whether we might find suitable 
water for irrigation. This was a shallow borehole and the water we found was 
very salty and not suitable. We are now investigating the possibility to drill a lot 
deeper and into the bedrock to find suitable irrigation water. The costs of this ex-
ercise will be substantial but taking our yearly water bill into account, it will be 
earned back reasonably fast. In addition to the water costs it might become neces-
sary anyway when water restrictions remain in place. Our biggest concern is 
spending all the necessary funds and not finding suitable water so a proper risk 
assessment will be done before a decision is taken. 

 

As we have mentioned before in our newsletters, we welcome input from our 
members with regard to our gardens. Please contact John Lowe with any ideas. 

 

MTN APPLICATION FOR CELLPHONE TOWER 

 

As we informed you, the Bergriver Municipality has approved the request for the 
erection of a cell phone tower but with a number of conditions. Excom has lodged 
an appeal with the municipality to decline it entirely. We will be in contact with 
the municipality about the progress of this appeal and we will keep you posted.  

Continued  on Page 5 ... 
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...Continued from Page 20. 

Those early days posed  additional challenges regarding primitive and heavy 

equipment .  Technical  progress and innovation  in materials and  design, as in all 

other sport disciplines have made participation somewhat easier today, but the 

more competitive environment now adds to fiercer competition. 

The marathon starts with a prologue on a Tuesday normally in the 3rd week of 

July.  This is followed by four gruelling days of marathon racing starting in the 

historic town of Paarl, all the way through the magnificent Boland‟s wine and 

wheat producing farms along the banks of the river, finishing in Velddrif, a fish-

ing village on the West coast. Some years the journey becomes even more pictur-

esque when the mountain tops to the north of the river are covered with snow.  

River conditions vary from year to year as a result of different flow levels present 
different challenges to competitors‟  river skills. Legends of this race will confirm 
that the Berg,  influenced by the fickle elements of nature, can produce all kinds 
of challenges to paddlers. Gale force headwinds accompanied by rain and low 
temperatures may become the challenge of the day.   Very often the complete 
opposite is also possible with a gentle breeze between the shoulders, perfect tem-
peratures into the mid-twenties, sunshine and blue skies. The best advice there-
fore is to always be prepared for the worst of conditions. 

Anyone who enters the Berg can rest assured that he or she will be challenged to a 
level of endurance and survival that very few events in this country, in fact in the 
world, can offer. 

The Berg is certainly one for the bucket list if you are looking for the ultimate 

challenge!    

André Collins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left Petr Mojžíšek 
from the Czech Republic 
third in a time of 
17:29.30,  

Adrián Boros from Hun-
gary, the winner in total 
time of 16:53.11 and se-
cond is Graeme Solomon 
from Cape Town in a total 
time of 16:56.3.  

Photo: John Hishin 
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The development program, started more 

than a decade ago by the controlling 

body Canoeing South Africa (CSA) and 

WCCU, is also paying off, judging from 

the many development paddlers who are 

not only finishing the marathon,  but 

who are expected to be podium finishers 

in the near future. A total of 12 paddlers 

from 7 different countries took part in 

the last three marathons, all finishing 

under the top 10 paddlers. This year the marathon was won for the first time ever 

in it 56 year history by a foreigner the Hungarian Adrián Boros. 

This has proved to the organizers that 
the Berg Marathon is accessible to inter-
national paddlers and that this facet has 
room for growth.    

All in all the organizers aim to build the 
Marathon internationally not only as the 
ultimate challenge in long-distance ca-
noeing, but also as a rolling festival and 
sport tourism event from which South 
Africa‟s entire Western Cape Region 
could benefit. 

Message from the Chairman Berg River Marathon Organizing Committee 

When asked about the „Berg‟ there are a few vivid memories that come to mind – 
hard, long, cold, challenging, the cama-
raderie and a tremendous feeling of ac-
complishment.  

The Berg River Marathon was con-
ceived  in 1962 with the vision to stage 
a race that would compete with other 
great multiday marathons in the world  
in terms of toughness and challenge. 

Athletes who enter the marathon today 

will paddle on exactly the same course 

followed that very first year.    

 

Continued on Page 21 ... 
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CO-OWNED JETTIES 

 

Excom has changed the standard design for the co-owned jetties because the sup-
porting poles were only available in large quantities making it impossible for the 
jetty owner to buy only two poles. The first co-owned jetty according the new 
design has been installed at the Private Open Space next to stand 3453 and it 
looks very neat. 

  

All property owners with co-owned jetty rights will receive the amended design 
and specification as soon as they have been finalised.  

 

STANDS 3583 AND 3484 

 

The title deeds for stand 3583 and 3584 have been received and safely stored at 
the premises of our managing agent Nolands. 

 

We have received questions from property owners about the container and the 
compost making facility on the stands. The container is a temporary solution until 
we have built permanent structures and our garden team is busy screening the area 
with bushes and plants. 

 

As agreed during the 2014 AGM there would be no immediate action to build on 
the stands and Excom has decided to postpone any building activities until at least 
50% of the estate has been built. However, we do encourage our members to 
come up with ideas as to what they would like to be developed on these stands. If 
you have ideas or opinions, please let us know as we will need your input. Excom 
believes that there is a need for an office for the Estate Manager as well as facili-
ties for the garden staff. A board room and a „clubhouse‟ are also being discussed. 

 

RIVERBANK EROSION 

 

Excom has had several meetings with the Bergriver Municipality about the ero-
sion of the wetland on the southern side of Admiral Island. During the summer 
months the southerly winds causes a lot of wave action that is slowly eroding the 
wetland and we have warned the Municipality about this again. Excom has in the 
past spent a lot of money and effort in trying to stabilise it but we have been in-
formed that we are not allowed to do this anymore due to environmental regula-
tions. We are now in discussion with the Municipality about the way forward.  

 Continued on Page 6 ... 
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… Continued from Page 5. 

Excom will keep you informed about the developments on this issue but we 
would like to assure you that for now the erosion takes place in the wetland and 
not on Admiral Island. 

  

POMA 

 

Excom circulates the POMA newsletters as we receive them from the POMA 
Chairman. The latest issue was from July and was recently circulated. In addition 
to the newsletters, our POMA representative William Laing is giving Excom 
feedback during our Excom meetings. We were informed that POMA will organ-
ise a “feedback meeting” with the members during month of August and we will 
probably be able to circulate up-to-date news after that meeting. 

 

POMA has asked permission for laying dredging pipes over the island for a lim-
ited period of time as was done in previous years. The planning is that emergen-
cy dredging will take place in the Eastern entrance of the loop canal during the 
month of September and the pipes will be needed for that exercise. After the 
dredging the pipes will be removed immediately. Excom obviously gave POMA 
permission for this as the opening up of the Eastern entrance is critical.  

 

I would again like to close by emphasising the importance of your input. If there 
is anything that bothers you or that you have questions about, you are welcome 
to attend one of our monthly meetings and discuss with us. Just give one of us a 

call and we will let you know when our next meeting is. 

 

                                                                                       

 

 

         Jan van Dijk—Chairman 
 

 

 

 

You cannot learn how to swim by simply listening to the word of others, or 
watching other people in the water. You must do it in order to know it! 

- Wayne W. Dyer 
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BERG MARATHON STAGED FOR 56TH TIME FROM PAARL TO 
VELDDRIF 2017 by Anthony Penderis 

The South African Berg River Canoe Marathon first paddled in 1962, is an epic 
240 kilometre, 4-day canoe race through four scenic landscapes in the Western 
Cape Province of South Africa. It is regarded as one of the toughest ultra kayak 
marathons in the world and the ultimate challenge for men and women in endur-
ance paddling.  

The Marathon owned by the Western Cape Canoe Union (WCCU) has become a 
well-established brand, being one of the oldest sport events in South Africa and 
acknowledged as one of the main winter sport events on the Western Cape sport 
calendar. 

The marathon normally takes place during the third week of July to coincide with 
the last week of the South African winter school holidays. It is preceded by a pro-
logue time trial on the Tuesday of that week to determine starting positions for the 
top paddler, followed by the marathon which is divided into four stages as fol-
lows:  

Wednesday: Paarl to 
the farm Zonquasdrift 
near Riebeek Kasteel 
(62km); 

Thursday: Zonquas-
drift to the resort 
Bridgetown near 
Moorreesburg 
(46km); 

Friday: Bridgetown to 
the farm Zoutkloof 
near the town Hope-
field (75km); 

Saturday: Zoutkloof 
to Velddrif near the 
river mouth on the 
Atlantic Ocean  (60km). 

Over and above being touted as a bucket list item amongst the endurance sport 
fraternity, the organizers are also focusing on new growth areas such as communi-
ty engagement programs, development paddling and international participation.  

The community engagement concept entails transporting school children from 
local communities to bridges and overnight stops to be exposed to the sport with 
the ultimate objective to start new canoe clubs for them along the way. This has 
already resulted in a number of successes inter alia a new canoe club at Velddrif 
and the Velddrif Winter Festival organized by the local community to welcome 
paddlers at the finish.  

Continued on Page 20 ... 
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If you are patient in one moment of anger you will escape a hundred days 
of sorrow -  Chinese proverb 
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 MAY I INTRODUCE YOU? 

 

Most of the time when entering the estate, there is a friendly smiling face that 
welcomes you. The woman behind this smile is Sunette. 

Sunette has worked for ADT since 2007 and for the last five years she is one of 

the access control/security people at our entrance gates. When I told her that 

some property owners suggested I interview her, there was that smile again. But 

she was happy to cooperate, so may I introduce you to her. 

Sunette is a mother of a 9-year old daughter but never ask a lady her age so that 
remains a secret! Her favourite food is fish and when asked about her smile she 
said “Well, that‟s how I am”. She chose to be a security officer because she en-
joys working with people. For this job you need to be a good communicator, 
have people skills and be capable of thinking independently and able to solve 
problems. Sunette‟s sparkling personality, combined with her Matric certificate, 
is exactly what it takes. 

When I asked her about the 
funniest or most awkward 
thing she has experienced on 
duty, the following story 
came up. One of our resi-
dents (name and address 
known by the editor) in-
structed her that when his 
visitors, who were from Ma-
lawi, arrived, she should ask 
them for their ID documents 
and also make them aware of 
the strict rules of the island 
regarding illegal immigrants. 
He was obviously playing 
one of his practical jokes, but 
who fooled whom we still 
don‟t know! But they 
showed their ID‟s and were 
more than welcome on the 
Island. 

Sunette, „n  groot baie dankie 
vir jou goeie diens en ons 
hoop dat jy nog jare saam 
met ons bly. 

 

Inga van Dijk SUNETTE 
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WEST COAST MUSEUM FORUM 

 

The West Coast Museum Forum is a new innovation, seeking to form an umbrella 
organisation over the many, diverse museums in the region. 

The concept was to form a group of museums in the West Coast area, to pool ide-
as, learn from one another and promote the museums, both to local communities 
and visitors. 

We began with a mission that seeks to unite the diversity that exists in the region, 
whilst simultaneously understanding, exploring and displaying the various charac-
teristics, by reaching out and interacting with all communities, for their and our 
visitors‟ benefit. 

It is no secret that museums are not well utilised by locals as a whole, but that is 
seen as a challenge. Some of the museums in the group already host multiple ac-
tivities, such as school group educational programmes, demonstrations, exhibitions 
and talks. 

An example is the recently staged exhibition that I created based on a section of a 
1927 book by  Dr EE Mossop where he explored the routes out of the old Cape. 
The display dealt with the road north through our region today as a comparison. It 
is now going to circulate around other museums in the group. 

Mostly with limited funding, museums have to source and organise displays, yet 
manage to produce some remarkable and fascinating representations of our area. 
These are also a range of wholly individual focus topics, such as the equipment 
illustrating wheat farming over time in Moorreesburg - this is one of only two such 
displays in the world. Another is the record of fishing on the west coast, in 
Laaiplek. The JC Smuts Museum in Riebeek West allows us to contemplate the 
life of a single important person. 

Each of the museums relates to different aspects of life in the west coast region. 
One example of this is in the Jan Dankaert Museum, named after the leader of the 
first European expedition to the area in 1660. The displays go beyond this time, 
however, and replicas of San rock art are on show, including the well known 
`Galleon`, telling us of the early contact between differing nations. 

At the heart of museums is the need to conserve but also promote our collective 
history, culture and traditions, including oral, dance, art and written traditions. We 
are exploring and displaying our various characteristics, reaching out to all com-
munities and especially the youth, to create a better understanding of the diverse 
cultures which shape our national character and promote a deeper understanding of 
our society both past and present. 

It is a big task and we so enjoy support and visits from locals, as well as visitors to 
the region. 

 

Chris Murphy 

Continued on Page 9 ... 

           Page 17 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         Continued on Page 18 ... 

AMUSING BOAT NAMES 



 
Page 16 

SWINE FLU PANDEMIC 

This is not a time to panic it is no pig deal. It is a mild hamdemic so don‟t believe 
the spam your getting. 

I called the Swine Flu hotline and all I got was crackling. I heard that the first 
symptom is that you come out in rashers and after that you get the trots. But, I 
woke up this morning with pig tails…. should I be worried? The doctor asked me 
how long I‟d had the symptoms of Swine Flu and I said it must have been about a 
weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeek! 

Apparently my mate‟s got Swine Flu but I think he‟s telling big porkies and the 
only known cure for Swine Flu in humans has been found to be the liberal applica-
tion of oinkment. I hear there‟s now a sine flu as well. Someone on the news has 
been going off on a tangent about it. 

Swine Flu in pigs, however, is not a problem because they‟re all going to be cured 
anyway.  

News flash … this just in. The world‟s Religious Leaders have issued a joint state-
ment that Swine Flu is the start of the aporkalypse. Swine Flu has got mixed up 
with bird flu but scientist say they will have a cure when pigs can fly. 

Sent in by OINK OINK Miller from Aussie 

 

 

 

 

BOATING TRAGEDY 

 

THIS IS A PICTURE OF A MAN WITH JUST SECONDS LEFT TO LIVE 

  

 

                       Page 9 

 

 
LOCATION OF WEST COASTS MUSEUMS 
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STAFF INTRODUCTIONS 

By Niki Anderson 

 

This seems to be The Islander issue where all sorts of people and creatures are 
being introduced, but as more houses are being built we felt it important for new-
comers to know who is behind 
the scenes.  

John Lowe, Estate Manager  

John has worked on the Island 
for eight years, and as the Es-
tate Manager for the past five 
years. Born in Sheffield, Eng-
land he moved to what was 
then Rhodesia in 1975 and 
moved to South Africa in 1988.  

He is married to Alex and they 
live on a delightful smallhold-
ing 20 kilometres out of 
Velddrif where John can in-
dulge his hobby of cultivating 
Bonsai and enjoy their 4-legged 
and feathered children.  

The AI & PB Gardeners  

Frans Kgole was appointed as 
Head Gardener earlier in 2017 
to enable the Estate Manager to 
concentrate on the increased 
building activities. Frans has 
two children, a girl (15 years) 
and a boy (18 years) who both 
live in Klerksdorp.  

Hartes Mati (Zane) has worked 
for us for the past six years and 
has two children, a boy (5 
years) and a girl (8 years) both 
of whom go to school in 
Noordhoek.  

Welcome Bosiu (Victor) lives in Noordhoek and has three children. The youngest 
(7-year old girl) lives and goes to school in Noordhoek.  

Landela Ntozodwa (Ellias) and his brother Xolisa Ntozodwa (Blackie) each have 
a 9-year old child, a boy and girl respectively, both of whom live with their 
grandmother in Idutwa in the Eastern Cape.  

John Lowe 
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KIMBERLITE PIPES 

Kimberlite is an igneous rock  that was formed from the solidification of molten 
magma, which lies deep beneath the Earth‟s crust and  Kimberlite Pipes are the 
solidified conduits where the magma solidified. The most famous Kimberlite Pipe 
in the World is the Big Hole at Kimberley in the Northern Cape, now taking the 
form of a huge crater-like depression.  In 1869 the discovery of the Star of South 
Africa diamond in what was then a remote part of the country triggered a diamond 
rush which resulted in the Big Hole. Originally the site was a small kopje or mesa, 
where the more resistant kimberlite stood proud of the surrounding sandstones.  
However as more and more prospectors laid their claims and began digging, the 
kopje soon became a depression which eventually became one of the largest hand-
dug holes in the World. Once all of the ground above the surface had been removed, 
mining into the pipe went on to a depth of nearly 1,100 metres whilst  over the 
years some 3,000 kg of diamonds were extracted. 

Named after the city of Kimberley where it was first identified, kimberlite is where 
diamonds are formed from carbon subjected to intense heat and pressure. The pres-
ence of minute traces of impurities such as boron or nitrogen in the crystal lattice of 
the diamond given rise to a tint of colour, such as blue, yellow or pink.  The lattice 
is extremely rigid, making it one of the hardest substances known and while most 
people are fully aware of gem-quality diamonds – women with excitement and men 
with an eye on their bank balance - their greatest use is in making cutting and pol-
ishing tools for industrial use. 

Some diamonds found their way from kimberlite pipes into rivers, such as the Or-
ange, and it is from these that alluvial diamonds are sourced. In Namibia prospec-
tors were able to grab up handfuls of such diamonds by the light of the Moon.  Dur-
ing our visit Andy and I wanted to see the ghost-town of Kolmanskop near Luderitz 
but unable to get a taxi as it was a local festival, we walked through the desert in the 
very early morning, wondering what it would have been like for these early pro-
spectors and revelling in the silence, solitude and stark 
beauty of our surroundings.  

Over the years of our travels I have collected examples 
of ethnic jewellery; seed necklaces from the Amazon, a 
serpentine pendant from Peru, pearls from the Tuamotu 
archipelago in the Pacific and paua shell ear-rings from 
New Zealand.  So it was with great delight that I was 
given a pair of ethnic ear-rings by Andy when we were 
in Walvis Bay: half-carat diamonds, with a pendant to 
match. After another visit to South Africa in January 
2016 I made a journal quilt to commemorate kimberlite 
pipes; the hot pink and orange background represents 
the molten magma of the Earth‟s core, the blue depicts 
the kimberlite pipes, whilst the black stringers are other 
dykes which reach from the Earth‟s core towards the 
surface. 

 

Linda Lane Thornton 
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A FRIEND IN NEED IS A FRIEND INDEED 

 

Since moving to the Island just over three years ago what has struck me most is the 
camaraderie and the willingness to help neighbours. Well, we had to call upon our 
almost neighbour, David Lane, a couple of evenings ago. We had a frantic call from 
an upcountry guest who had got stuck in the sand between Velddrif and Dwaskers-
bos. He‟d gone down a gravel road to get to the beach and his rental Renault Sande-
ro wasn‟t moving anywhere after getting stuck in the deep sand! 

Now, David, as some of you might know, tends to buy and sell all sorts of toys 
(motorbikes, cars, boats that sort of toy) at a fairly rapid rate and has recently pur-
chased a Toyota Fortuner 4x4 and had been wanting to test its mettle. This was the 
perfect opportunity! 

Needless to say, we had an extremely grateful guest and David received a double tot of 
12-year old whisky as a „thank you‟.  

Niki Anderson 

“Mistakes of man: the illusion that personal gain is made up of crushing others; 
insisting that a thing is impossible because we cannot accomplish it; and refuse to 

set aside trivial preferences.” - Marcus Tullius Cicerol  

 

“Anything less that conscious commitment to the unimportant is an  

unconscious commitment to the unimportant.”                                                

Stephen R. Covey & A. Roger Merrill 
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From left to right: Zane Mati; Victor Bosiu; Frans Kgole; Ellias Ntozodwa 

and Blackie Ntozodwa 

 OOPS!! - AGROUND IN THE MORNING MIST 

The vessel  “EDDY VANDYK” ran aground under misty conditions adjacent to 
Vark Vlei in the early hours of the morning. She freed herself on the high tide. 
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CRIME MUST FALL 

 

Since the beginning of July 2017, our town has had an upsurge in property related 
crime. This has come as somewhat of a culture shock for our area and has put a 
dampener with regards to the crime prevention initiatives put in place by our local 
crime fighters. There was however one common anomaly with all but three of these 
burglaries in the Port Owen Area, NO FORCED ENTRY. Some of the property sto-
len ranged from flat screen televisions, 4 x laptops of various makes, a dash cam, 
R25 000 in cash, DVD‟s, tools and bicycles and what is most alarming, a 9mm Nor-
inco pistol. All these items combined with an approximate value of R150 000-00. 

 

I cannot emphasize this enough, WE NEED TO KEEP OUR OWN PROPERTY 
SAFE. We need to lock the doors, close the windows and double click the remote of 
our vehicles to make sure that it is locked. Our town has become easy pickings for 
the “would be” criminal walking around in the area.  

 

We are in desperate need of a matrimony between the police and the community of 
the greater Velddrif area. A marriage where both parties not give 50-50, but give 
100% to keep our town safe and sound. This has already started with the establish-

ment and registration at the Department of Community Safety of two Neighbour-
hood Watches in town. The neighbourhood watch will be operating in the Port Owen 

area which will be known as the Port Owen e-Watch and the other Noordhoek 
Neighbourhood Watch will be patrolling the Noordhoek suburb.  

 

At the recent launch of these two neighbourhood watches, which will fall under the 

Greater Velddrif Community Policing Forum (CPF), the emphasis of the age old tale 
of partnership policing was much focused on by our Cluster Commander, Brigadier 

Bavuma as well as our Station Commander, Captain Ackeer and CPF Chairperson, 
Mr Johann Botha. Should this lofty idea bear fruit, the drastic reduction of crime will 

be the fruits of our labour. Two must now become six. 

 

On a personal note, from September 2017 I will be taking up my post at the SAPS 
WC Provincial Human Recourse Development department as fitness trainer at the 
SAPS gymnasium in Vredenburg and thus will no longer be part of Laaiplek Police 
Station. It has been a huge honour for me to be part of the station who moulded me 
as a police official and making me not just the cop that I am but also the person I 
have become. It was also a privilege to be part of the newsletter and to have grown 
with it. I hope that I could play some small part in educating and assisting all the 
readers in making our beautiful town safe. I thank you. 

 

Continued on Page 13 ... 
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Article by Sgt Melvin de Bruyn 
Corporate communication and  

Rural Sector Commander 
 

SAPS Laaiplek 
 

 Continued from Page 12. 

 


